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31 Marched 


lilt, John M. McGee 

Acting Commissioner, Federal Supply Service 
General Services Administration 
Washington 15, D. C. 

> 

Dear Mr, McGee; 


Mr.. McCone he* naked me to 
completed questionnaire prepared 
letter of I? January concerning GS 




survey. 


Fhe findings of the GSA study group edit, I feel 
sere, be of definite interest to u*. After the queetiea* 
nalree have been analysed, l would appreciate receiving 
a copy of the overall report. 

Should you or Mr. Collinet require additional 
iuformft tlo n pleaee do n ot hesitate to call me on 



Enclosures i 

Exhibit »A H 
Exhibit H B" 


Joseph Becker 
Assistant Director, 
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uL if 2393 


bccExecutive Director w/cy questionnaire 
DD/S&T " 

DD/S (Attn: Director of Logistics) w/cy questionnaire 


STAT 


Approved For Release 2002/07/10 : CIA-RDP78-04782A000200020016-1 








> Uj 01 





























Approved For Release 2002/07/10 : CIA-RDP78-04782A000200Q|jjg^ , e * 


saagfti, mmem mtmwsmsmi 
federal ms&us smryotcs 

ptosot 

’.'mmiimmum - haohbpic covusas tape mmm 


stm fiscal mrt 1963 to mans. 

agjssj onmsjiaE speci 


gmgi 


(a) Apprfficiaately xdLwrtgr pereanfc of the reels have been, purchased 
centrally* Local jurehas® was used c naly for reasons of secur- 
ity. 

(l } All centrally purchased reels were purchased on & consolidated 

l&0ig. 

(«) There have been no excess tapes reported in any of the three 
CIA Ccesyuter Centers. 


sape emmmmcK 

(t%) Tapes purchased free equipaeai wmfacturero have generally 
satisfactory perforjaaoee. 

(>?) The one aajor exception was in i 960 when a large mottemt (sev- 
eral hundred’} tapes purchased from MA hod to be replaced, for 
a variety of reasons. At that time the tapes were rarmfactured 
by Serves . For the last several years BCA has been furnishing 
3H tapes which have provided generally satisfactory perfterwnee. 

(«) Tapes purclmsed fras other than equipsamt jmmfUcturera hare gen- 
es mU:/ not provided satisfactory perforaane©, with the exception 
of Amm s. 

f/l) In 1963 aoaaple groups of thirty each tapes were purchased fro® 
CoKpht roe, Weaaxrex, Aapex, and Audio. Ho specific g a rf c afaeoce 
tests were specified or conducted, only the general reactions of 
the iterating heaters were solicited. As a result , it was 4«- 
terrainafi. that. In general, these tapes build vrp excess oxide 
(particularly the Mmorex tapw). In addition* saae difficulty 
was experienced in the reliability of the data on the tape after 
nemmil use. Shis was detcsnsined by the routine tap© diagnostic 
ratal which disclosed read/erlt® error and redundancies, sad in 
0000 eases, seals. signals. Tm plastic safety rings on sow of 
the Conputree reels 'tecum defective. As a result of these gen- 
eral emluatiena and price advantage over IBM, the Agency recently 
placed an ord «r far 1,000 reels with Ampex. 

(«•} The defect iv» tapes reported In Coluan .10 of Exhibit "A” were de- 
fective for the reasons cited above. Ho records were kept of the 
nature of the defects try individual reels . 
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(£') Because of ti» fact that all tbm lufcanaation placed. 

m aagaetic tapes in. the Agency la classified and, in light 
of the security hazards in releasing or returning sueh tapes 
to the samiiTaciurer, the policy baa been followed, that once 
tapes were written on with classified inforaalim, they ecuM 
not fee dowj.ipraci.ed and thus released to ssanufacturera for re- 
ylaeea&jxt. "the talk of th® RCA -tapes found defective in the 
sstrly sixties were returned and replaced since the infermtion 
at that tliae used for testing was not classified. In recent 
years, the relatively aioor number of RCA tapes found defec- 
tive is&ve *uae& replaced free of charge without the necessity 
of the defective topes being returned. This la alto true with 
the relatively assail msst>er of US-i tapes found defective. It 
is the policy of the Agency to destroy defective tapes for the 
security reason outlined above. 

(«) Mo regular tape perl'orsaancc tests are being conducted at the 
present tiae« 

(a) feus cosspj.ter center reported: that a few tapes that war© used 
rmxf hours each day showed deterioration In perfonwace in a 
few souths . As a result, heavy duty type tapes have fc««& 
•cadared to be used on those application® that require heavy 

its*. 

in - 

(a) She new unused tape® are titxrmXly stored under normal office 
m warehouse condition© until they are re<|uisittOB©d and re- 
ceived ty om of the computer ©enters. ta tsm of the three 
©eaters the tapes are retained under norml office conditions . 
In two of the three- centers the new unused tapes ©re stored 
under controlled 'msaidity and tsrapesmfcwe conditions. 

(h) Men® of the centers reported any ejqperleaee regarding tape 
©leasing or tape recertification. 

{©) AH centers reports that th* read/wrlte beads are routinely 
cleaned one# every eight tour parted. 

(<i) Two of the centers reported that when using MaNswe* tapes, 
the read/write heads had to be cleaned acre frequently because 
of asMsssaivs oxidation. 

nr - mxaw om&H inggAiiotj 

St is the opinion of tills Agency that the aax i aua order IIM- 
tatioa in the Ifedeml supply schedule should vermin at $T!>,0OO . 


It is the opinion of this Agency that It would be in ti» beat 
interest of this and ether Agencies to continue the present ISS- 
-schedule contract arraageserrbs . 
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